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Grassroots advocacy can be  
as simple as telling a story
Successful grassroots advocacy requires telling a story 
to the right people and at the right time in the process. 
Successful grassroots advocates know how to localize 
and personalize their story, and they coordinate their 
story with other like-minded individuals and entities.

Every city has interesting stories to tell. Stories about 
the services, solutions, and partnerships provided to 
meet local needs and respond to unique city circum-
stances for efficient, cost-effective _______________ 
(parks, water, police and fire protection … fill in the 
blank with any city service!).

By explaining the local impact of state and federal  
legislation, city officials can educate while they  
advocate for their city.

Tell your  
city story
The advocacy tools  

provided in this guide  

will help cities of any size  

become more effective  

in telling their city story
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City advocacy Three easy steps to tell your  
city story
In order to tell your city story, cities need to create a 
culture of enhanced public engagement. This requires a 
focused effort to educate state and federal lawmakers, 
the media, and the public about the services, solutions, 
and partnerships found in your city.

 Step 1:  Stay informed
The League of Minnesota Cities provides several tools to help you 
stay up-to-date on the legislative issues that impact your city:

n	 Subscribe to an LMC legislative member forum (www.lmc.org/
page/1/member-forums-signup/jsp.

n	 Read the Cities Bulletin newsletter, available electronically at  
no cost to members (www.lmc.org/page/1/cities-bulletin-
newsletter.jsp).

n	 Become a 15-Minute Advocate in just minutes by receiving and 
responding to the action requests that appear weekly during 
the legislative session in the Cities Bulletin and LMC web site.

n	 Receive the FridayFax, a weekly League e-mail that  
summarizes legislative events and will turn readers into  
true “Capitol Insiders.” Sign up for the General Legislative 
member forum (at the link above) to receive the FridayFax.

n	 Attend the League’s State of the Cities Legislative Conference, 
any of the Regional Meetings held in cities across Minnesota, 
and the Annual Conference.

n	 Participate in one of four policy development committees,  
or review the LMC City Policies, available online at www.lmc.
org/page/1/legislative-policies.jsp.

n	 Review new laws impacting cities by reading the annual  
Law Summaries www.lmc.org/page/1/law-summaries.jsp.

n	 Learn about city-friendly legislation before Congress, and how 
to take action through the National League of Cities “Grassroots 
Action Center,” online at: www.nlc.org.

LMC’s electronic publications and  

web site keep you informed
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 Step 2: Educate while you advocate
City officials can use their local connections, knowledge, and 
credibility to personalize and localize complex legislative propos-
als. By explaining the local impact of state or federal legislation, 
city officials can educate while they advocate for their city. Per-
sonal relationships are the key to achieving legislative success, 
and it is important that elected and appointed city officials work 
to build positive relationships with state and federal lawmakers 
year-round.

n	 Invite your state and federal legislators to your City Hall.  
Ask them to speak at a council meeting and offer them tours  
of city facilities.

n	 Showcase your facilities and demonstrate to the media and leg-
islators the importance of locally-provided services. Tell them 
who is served, how they are funded, and tell them about the 
solutions and partnerships your city created to provide those 
citizen services.

n	 Respond to LMC Action Alerts and The 15-Minute Advocate. 
Both Action Alert e-mails and The 15-Minute Advocate provide 
key information on timely policy issues. The goal is to provide 
information you can read, consider, and take action on in  
15 minutes or less.

 Step 3: Relentlessly defend your city
Teaching lawmakers, the media, and the general public is your 
job. Remember that city officials have credibility, local knowl-
edge, and expertise. American democracy rewards participation. 
Go out and represent and defend your city. Defend the ability of 
your city’s residents to identify local needs and solutions through 
your city’s duly-elected government structure. Tell your city story! 

tip:

The question that city officials need to ask is, “who is making your city’s 

decisions?” Is it Congress? Is it the Minnesota Legislature? Or is it the 

responsibility of accountable, locally elected city officials?

Who knows best about the needs of your community, your City Council  

or Congress? Your City Council or the Legislature?

Request and Response

Example of a resolution in  

response to a 15-Minute  
Advocate request.
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tip:

If your city has a municipal liquor store, tell your citizens its purpose  

and benefits. 

If your city is strapped for road maintenance funding, give your legislators 

a tour and show them the potholes and the busy intersections. 

That’s how you educate while you advocate. That’s how you tell your  

city story.

Take action now!
Everything from one call to your legislator to attending 
the League’s City Day at the Capitol makes a difference. 
Listed below are several examples of the wide variety of 
city advocacy efforts. While none may exactly fit your 
city’s needs and means, cities of any size can take parts 
of each of these ideas and implement them today in an 
effort to better tell their city story.

Advocating for cities can take on many shapes and 
sizes:
n	 Give tours of your city (on foot or by bus).

n	 Invite legislators to speak at your City Council meeting.

n	 Call, write or e-mail legislators throughout the year.

n	 Lobby at the Capitol in St. Paul or Washington, D.C.

n	 Coordinate your own City Day at the Capitol with local business 
and chambers of commerce leaders. Consider bussing citizens 
from your city to help spread the good news and to increase 
your visibility.

n	 Attend the LMC Legislative Conference.

n	 Inform area media of your advocacy efforts and localize your 
examples: write a column in your local newspaper, take calls 
on a local radio station, write an Internet blog, or discuss city 
priorities on local cable access.

n	 Partner with neighboring cities, towns, your county, and school 
districts.

n	 Respond to LMC Action Alerts and the 15-Minute Advocate, and 
join the NLC Grassroots Action Center online at www.nlc.org.

City advocacy
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City advocacy takes many shapes

Reprinted with permission from the Brainerd Dispatch, published Feb. 10, 2006
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10 tips to know before lobbying  
the Minnesota Legislature
Whether you are an experienced Capitol Insider or  
new to city advocacy, lobbying before the Minnesota 
Legislature can be an intimidating experience. City  
officials coming to St. Paul can have a more productive 
experience armed with the 10 tips listed here.

10.	 Where do I park? City officials can park for free at the LMC 
Building parking lot on the corner of University & Rice  
(always sign in at the LMC receptionist desk to avoid being 
towed). Several other public parking lots near the Capitol 
charge hourly rates.

9.	 Take the tunnel. The Capitol is connected to the State Office  
Building (SOB), as well as the Judicial Center and other area 
buildings, by underground tunnels. Capitol Insiders stay warm 
and dry by taking the tunnels, which are accessible on the 
basement level of the Capitol and the ground level of the SOB.

8. 	 Where do I get copies of bills? Three places: the House Public 
Information Office in Room 175 SOB, the House Chief Clerk’s 
Office in Room 211 Capitol, and the Senate Information Of-
fice in Room 231 Capitol. Each has free copies of bills and 
staff who can answer public inquiries about the legislative 
process. Bill status, text, and authors is also available online 
at: www.leg.state.mn.us.

7.	 Where are all the legislators? During the session, legislators  
can be found in their offices, in committee, or in the House  
or Senate Chambers. House members and Republican sena-
tors have offices in the SOB. DFL senators have offices in  
the Capitol. House committee meetings are posted in Room 
175 SOB and on bulletin boards on the first floor near the  
elevators in the SOB. Senate committee meetings are posted 
in Room 231 Capitol and on bulletin boards on the second 
floor of the Capitol near the Senate Chamber (and online).

6.	 Can I bother my legislators if they are in a floor session or a  
committee hearing? Yes, sort of. The first step is to call ahead 
and schedule a meeting. If you learn that your legislator is in 
a committee meeting or floor session at the only time you 
are available, ask their staffer if the legislator could be briefly 
interrupted at the hearing or session. At floor sessions, you 
can ask House or Senate staffers outside the Chamber doors 
to pass a note to your legislator stating that you are there 

The LMC  
Capitol Insider
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and asking if they could break away for a minute or two so 
that you could speak with them. A page or intern will deliver 
your note to the legislator and they will step outside to visit if 
they are able. At committee hearings, you can ask committee 
pages (usually the ones handing out paper or running a tape 
recorder) to pass a note to your legislator stating that you are 
there to see them and asking if they could break away for a 
minute or two. Legislators will make every effort to meet with 
you, especially if they are expecting you and if they can break 
away from their hearing or the session for a few moments.

5.	 The media live in the basement. Media from across the state 
have reporters who work in the basement of the Capitol. 
Walk into rooms B12, B28, or B22 to see if your hometown 
media is represented. Introduce yourself and tell them about 
your city-friendly legislative agenda.

4. 	 Where’s Jesse? Gov. Ventura’s portrait is located on the ground 
floor of the Capitol, near Room 15. Along with portraits of 
the other 36 governors, there are statues and busts of famous 
Minnesotans throughout the Capitol. One non-Minnesotan 
you’ll see is the bust of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

3.	 Often missed quiet spot. Need a quite place to wait, read or get 
online? The Legislative Reference Library, Room 645 SOB, is 
one of the Capitol Insider’s best-kept secrets. Found on the 
sixth floor of the SOB, the quiet Legislative Reference Library 
features current and historic information on legislation and 
legislators, and is free and open to the public. For the wireless  
city advocates, more and more of the Capitol is wireless so log on  
and see if you can get a connection wherever you find yourself.

2.	 Get to know your State Capitol. Guided tours of the Capitol are 
free and begin hourly at the information desk located on the 
first floor. Minnesota stone in the Capitol includes granite 
from St. Cloud, Rockville, and Ortonville; limestone from  
Winona, Kasota, and Mankato; and pipestone from Pipestone.

1.	 Breakfast, lunch, snacks, beverages, and a haircut. The prime 
spot to eat and to run into senators is the Capitol basement 
cafeteria, called the Rathskeller. The Capitol also has a snack 
bar on the second floor known by some Capitol Insiders as 
“ulcer gulch,” which is open during floor sessions. The next 
best place to eat breakfast or lunch, people-watch, and run 
into legislators and other state officials is the cafeteria in the 
nearby Mn/DOT headquarters building, which is also attached 
to the Capitol by the underground tunnels. The State Office 
Building has vending machines in the basement, as well as a 
public barbershop in Room B15 SOB.

tip:

If your city has a partnership 

with neighboring cities, your 

county or school district for 

shared-services, tell your local 

newspaper how much money 

those partnerships save your 

taxpayers. That’s how you  

educate while you advocate. 

That’s how you tell your  

city story.
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The LMC  
Capitol Insider

Lobbying 101
This guide provides an outline for those who are usually 
being lobbied to become the lobbyist for their city and 
their citizens.

n	 KISS principle—Keep It Short & Simple! Your message should be 
brief, basic, and easy to understand. You may only have a few 
minutes to convey even a complex issue. Avoid using acro-
nyms, inside baseball terms, and city-speak.

n	 Localize and personalize it. Every issue has a human face, a fa-
miliar location, and a story to tell. If you can’t localize or per-
sonalize an issue, don’t expect a legislator to be overly recep-
tive.

n	 Tell the truth. Know the issue, know the facts, and never lie 
about an issue. If you don’t have an answer, say so and offer  
to get an answer and get back with the information. Trust and 
reliability of your information is essential in working  
with elected officials.

n	 Polite to the players. Never underestimate the importance of 
staffers who are the prime sources of information for their 
bosses. Legislative staff provide institutional knowledge and 
often stick around longer than the elected officials.

n	 Expectation management. Know what your legislators can and 
cannot do for you. Reach for the stars, but prepare yourself for 
incremental change.

n	 Connect the dots for them. Identify the issue and why you care. 
Identify the actions you expect the elected official to take with 
your request.

n	 Follow-up. Always write a thank-you note and respond to any 
outstanding concerns or unanswered questions from your 
meeting. This brings closure to your meeting and sets a posi-
tive tone for your next meeting.

Maintaining a balance of local control within the struc-
ture of federal and state regulations requires constant 
vigilance by local officials and citizens to educate and 
advocate for local authority to provide services and solu-
tions tailored to meet the needs of citizens in different 
cities facing unique circumstances.
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Capitol area and LMC map
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Your League of Minnesota Cities office is on the corner 
of University and Rice and has FREE parking for city 
officials visiting the State Capitol year around. Always 
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Opportunities  
for involvement

LMC conferences and training events
Whether you want to learn about a particular issue 
that’s keeping you up at night or you want to connect 
with other city officials to exchange ideas, the League 
has a training opportunity for you. Stay up-to-date on 
critical issues, build skills, network, and provide feed-
back by participating in a variety of League conferences 
and trainings.

For notice of these and other opportunities for partici-
pation, watch the Cities Bulletin, Minnesota Cities maga-
zine, or visit the LMC web site at: www.lmc.org.

n 	Leadership Conference for Newly Elected Officials. Annual event, 
typically held in January, February or March at several locations 
across Minnesota.

n 	Leadership Conference for Experienced Elected Officials. Annual 
event, typically held in January, February or March at several  
locations across Minnesota.

n 	Legislative Conference and City Day at the Capitol.  
Annual event, typically in late March, that brings elected and 
appointed city leaders together for policy updates, networking, 
a grassroots lobbying effort before state legislators at the State 
Capitol, and a fiscal conditions report on the State of the Cities.

n 	LMC Annual Conference and Marketplace. Annual conference, 
typically held in June, for city officials to learn, network, and 
participate in workshops, League business, setting city priori-
ties, and more. This major event is hosted by a different city 
each year and features a marketplace/trade fair with a host of 
city vendors.

n 	Regional Meetings. Annual Regional Meetings offer city officials 
a mini-conference close to home. Typically held in the fall,  
cities host one of the half-day LMC Regional Meetings and 
invite city officials from near and far to meet, network, learn, 
and participate in discussions of current legislative, manage-
ment, governance, and cost-saving issues and ideas with peers 
and colleagues.
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n 	Additional opportunities for participation. The League has many 
opportunities for learning best practices, sharing ideas, and 
participating in improving municipal governance in Minnesota 
cities.

	 >	Consider serving on the LMC Board of Directors or the  
nominating committee.

	 >	Opportunities routinely arise to serve on temporary task forc-
es or to represent the League and your municipal peers on 
state agency boards and advisory committees. The League 
publishes these opportunities as they are posted.

	 >	The Annual Conference Planning Committee works to identi-
fy themes, topics, presenters, and other details for the Annual 
Conference. Contact Laura Harris at lharris@lmc.org or (651) 
281-1251 for more information.

	 >	Safety workshops, loss control trainings, and seminars occur 
throughout the year in locations across the state.

	 >	Affiliate organizations regularly meet to pursue pro-city 
agendas, including city attorneys, city engineers, city clerks, 
finance officers, city managers, mayors, and many others.

	 >	Consider serving on the LMC Insurance Trust Board of  
Trustees.

	 >	Join one of the LMC policy committees. More information 
can be found on the next page!

tip:

Know the rules, know the players.

>	 LMC’s Handbook for Minnesota Cities is the most comprehensive  

reference on city government available. Know the rules of city  

governance and authority found in either the online (free) or print 

(for fee) versions of the Handbook.

>	 LMC’s Directory of Minnesota City Officials is updated annually  

and is the most comprehensive source of elected and appointed city 

officials. Know the players in city government found in either the 

online (free) or print (for fee) version of the Directory.
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Opportunities  
for involvement

LMC policy committees
The League’s policy development process begins each 
summer with meetings of the legislative policy commit-
tees. City officials interested in helping shape League 
legislative policy should consider joining one of the four 
policy committees.

Each committee meets several times in late summer 
and early fall to propose and discuss city policies that 
are then considered for adoption by the LMC Board of 
Directors. All member cities are advised of the commit-
tee policy proposals before Board consideration, and 
have the opportunity to offer comments and sugges-
tions. The four policy committees are:
n 	Improving Fiscal Futures Committee. This committee concen-

trates on municipal financial management, property and other 
taxes, state aid programs, and financial reporting requirements.

n 	Improving Local Economies Committee. This committee handles 
issues such as growth management, land use, boundary adjust-
ments, housing, transportation, economic development, and 
telecommunications.

n 	Improving Service Delivery Committee. This committee focuses 
on environmental mandates, elections, ethics, open meetings 
and data privacy, government innovation and cooperation.

n 	Human Resources & Data Practices. This committee considers 
issues such as employment law, labor relations, data practices, 
and pensions.

A city can have more than one member serving on a committee; 
however, each city can have only one voting member on a policy 
committee.

League members can participate in the policy development 
process by joining a policy committee, sharing comments and 
concerns with the League’s intergovernmental relations staff, and 
attending the Annual Conference and Regional Meetings.

Those interested in joining should contact Heather Cederholm at 
hcederholm@lmc.org or (651) 281-1256.
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LMC City Policies
The City Policies document addresses more than 100 legislative 
issues that impact cities and serves as the foundation of League 
advocacy efforts. Policies are considered, discussed, and revised 
annually—with considerable member input. City officials from 
across the state recommend policies in one of four policy com-
mittees. Draft policies are published online and distributed to 
cities for comments before being considered for approval by the 
LMC Board of Directors.

There are several ways for League members to participate in the 
formation of the City Policies.

n	 Join one of the four LMC policy committees.

n	 Contact LMC intergovernmental relations staff (see inside back 
cover), and share your ideas and suggestions.

n	 Send in your comments on the form below.

Several convenient ways to share your comments with LMC

	 • 	 Fax to:  	 (651) 215-4113	 • 	 E-mail to:  policycomments@lmc.org 
	 •	 Mail to: 	 LMC Policies	 •	 Call or e-mail an IGR staff member (contact information is on page 17 of this guide).

This is your chance to get involved in the League’s policy development process! Your comments and suggestions will be shared with the LMC Board  
of Directors before they approve the new City Policies. Please complete this card and return it to LMC in one of the ways listed below.  
Thank you for your comments.

City Policies are updated 
and published annually.

2011
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Opportunities  
for involvement

National League of Cities
n 	Annual meetings. The National League of Cities (NLC) conducts 

two national conventions annually—the Congress of Cities and 
Exposition, which is held in November or December in a dif-
ferent city each year; and the Congressional City Conference, 
which is held each March in Washington, D.C.

	 >	The Congress of Cities and Exposition serves as NLC’s “annual 
convention” and offers a broad range of learning opportuni-
ties combined with conducting organizational business. This 
conference is unique in that it partners with the host city to 
develop educational programs that allow the city to display 
its accomplishments. Through mobile workshops (off-prop-
erty educational sessions), spouse/guest tours (opportunities 
to visit showcase venues), and a variety of other resources, 
delegates are offered a chance to explore the city for its 
educational value. This is the only NLC conference with an 
exposition. The expo is one of the largest exhibits for compa-
nies serving municipal needs.

	 >	The Congressional City Conference is NLC’s annual legislative 
conference designed to inform local officials about federal 
priorities affecting cities and towns, and initiate NLC’s grass-
roots advocacy work with the current Congress and admin-
istration. Delegates end the conference by meeting with the 
Minnesota congressional delegation.

n 	Additional NLC opportunities for participation. NLC also offers a 
variety of focused seminars and conferences throughout the 
year to help local officials examine emerging issues, develop 
new skills, and connect with other local officials from across 
the country. All conference and seminars are offered on a fee 
basis and require separate registration forms that must be 
completed before the event. Special reduced registration fees 
are offered to city officials from NLC member cities.

NLC membership note: Your city must be a Direct Member City  
of NLC to serve on NLC committees and panels. If you need  
additional information or would like to apply for any of these  
opportunities, please contact Donyelle Mikacevich at  
dmikacevich@lmc.org or (651) 281-1202; or Kevin Frazell  
at kfrazell@lmc.org or (651) 281-1215.

tip:

For more information on  

NLC opportunities, visit:  

www.nlc.org and click on  

“Inside NLC.”
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NLC policy committees and core beliefs
Several NLC committees deal with development of legislative 
policy:
n 	Community and Economic Development
n 	Energy, Environment & Natural Resources
n 	Finance, Administration & Intergovernmental Relations
n 	Human Development
n 	Information, Technology & Communications
n 	Public Safety & Crime Prevention
n 	Transportation Infrastructure & Services

The committees are divided into two parts. The policy committees  
meet at the Congressional City Conference in Washington to set 
the broad agenda of issues for the year. They then meet again  
at the Congress of Cities (location moves around the country)  
to adopt final policy recommendations. The League is entitled  
to make up to five appointments to each of the seven policy  
committees.

The steering committees are a smaller subset of the policy com-
mittees, and meet twice between March and the fall Congress of 
Cities to study issues in depth and develop specific policy recom-
mendations and language. The work of the steering committees 
is then considered for ratification by the full policy committee at 
the Congress of Cities meeting. Appointment to the steering  
committees is by NLC leadership, but with significant input  
from state leagues.

Core beliefs of the National League of Cities
We believe in:
n 	Representative, participatory local government.
n 	Local government as the cornerstone of government in the 

United States.
n 	The value of public service.
n 	The value of diversity throughout our organization and our 

communities.
n 	Municipal authority over municipal issues.
n 	A commitment to the highest ethical standards among  

public officials.
n 	Civility and mutual respect.
n 	Anticipating the needs of communities and developing  

strategies to meet those needs and improve the quality of life.
n 	Partnerships, coalitions, and collaborations to strengthen cities 

and our advocacy efforts.
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Opportunities  
for involvement

NLC Legislative Action Center
Become an advocate for cities across the nation. The 
National League of Cities has created a dynamic  
Field Operations Program to organize and implement 
grassroots efforts nationwide.

You can access NLC advocacy tools in the NLC  
Legislative Action Center at www.nlc.org. For further  
information contact NLC’s Federal Relations and  
Field Operations staff at 202-626-3020.

tip:

The National League of Cities 

Legislative Action Center helps 

you get informed and take 

action quickly by clicking on 

headlines. Create your  

own profile to send instant  

messages to Congress.



Your LMC legislative staff contacts  
and issues areas
The League’s intergovernmental relations staff serves as daily, 
year-round representatives of Minnesota cities at the Capitol. 
They follow myriad municipal issues, ensuring city positions are 
on the table when the 2,000-plus laws are churned through the 
legislative system each year.

Jim Miller, Executive Director
(651) 281-1205  jmiller@lmc.org

Gary Carlson, Intergovernmental Relations Director
(651) 281-1255  gcarlson@lmc.org

•	 Aid to cities	 •	Pensions and post retirement benefits
•	 Civil liability	 •	Property tax system
•	 Insurance	 •	Public finance

Anne Finn, Assistant Intergovernmental Relations Director
(651) 281-1263  afinn@lmc.org

•	 Emergency management	 •	Personnel	 •	Transportation
•	 Pensions	 •	Public safety

Ann Higgins, Intergovernmental Relations Representative
(651) 281-1257  ahiggins@lmc.org

•	 Cable franchising	 •	 Information policy	 •	Underground locating
•	 Elections and redistricting	 •	Right-of-way management	 •	Utility service districts
•	 Housing	 •	Telecommunications	 •	Water/wastewater billing

Craig Johnson, Intergovernmental Relations Representative
(651) 281-1259  cjohnson@lmc.org

•	 Building Codes	 •	Land use and annexation	 •	Sustainable Development
•	 Energy	 •	Local/tribal relations	 •	Wastewater, drinking water   
•	 Environment	 •	State bonding	 	 and stormwater
		

Jennifer O’Rourke, Intergovernmental Relations Representative
(651) 281-1261  jorourke@lmc.org

•	 Aid to cities	 •	Public finance	 •	General revenue sources for cities
•	 Tax increment financing	 •	General government	 •	Property tax system
•	 Economic development/redevelopment

Heather Cederholm, Member Outreach Coordinator
(651) 281-1256  hcederholm@lmc.org

•	 Policy committees	 •	Grassroots member advocacy
•	 Legislative listserv	 •	Policy development process 



Our city is actively involved in the pursuit of city-friendly  
legislative outcomes and engages our legislators,  
local media, and our citizens in providing efficient, 
cost-effective, dependable city services. This advocacy 
checklist notes just some of the grassroots efforts in  
the City of ________________.

q	 Our city actively engages partners with similar interests, includ-
ing neighboring cities, counties, local media, civic groups, and our 
citizens to help tell our city story.

q	 Our city has a clear set of legislative goals for the year that have 
been presented to our state legislators, local media, civic groups, 
and citizens.

q	 Our city is familiar with and has attached a copy of the City  
Policies guide of legislative goals for all Minnesota cities, as  
published by the League of Minnesota Cities, along with our  
city’s legislative agenda.

q	 Our city regularly invites our state and federal legislators to  
City Hall to provide a local update on legislative activities.

q	 The last time State Senator ______ visited City Hall was _____.

q	 The last time State Representative ______ visited City Hall was 
______.

q	 The last time one of our U.S. Senators visited City Hall was ______.

q	 The last time our U.S. Representative visited City Hall was ______.

q	 Our city receives regular legislative updates from the League of 
Minnesota Cities in the form of the Cities Bulletin and Friday-Fax 
publications.

q	 Our city responds to Action Alerts and The 15-Minute Advocate calls-
to-action.

q	 Our city regularly considers resolutions supporting city-friendly 
legislation and opposing bills that would hurt the local-state part-
nership, and we share those resolutions with our legislators, local 
media, civic groups, citizens, and the League of Minnesota Cities.

q	 Our city has a say in the municipal agenda of the League of  
Minnesota Cities through active participation in LMC policy  
committees, Regional Meetings, the Annual Conference, and 
the Legislative Conference and City Day at the Capitol.

Through these actions and others, our city is seeking to improve 
the many partnerships between local government and our coun-
terparts in state and federal government. Our city shares the 
goals of all cities across Minnesota in our effort to provide  
efficient, cost-effective services, solutions, and partnerships  
to the residents of our city.

City advocacy 
checklist


